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òEveryone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right 
includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 
community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in 
teaching, practice, worship and observance.ó 
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ò1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This right shall include 

freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and freedom, either individually or in 

community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, 

practice and teaching.

2. N one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to adopt a religion or 

belief of his choice.

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed 

by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or morals or the fundamental rights and 

freedoms of others.

4. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents and, when 
applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral education of their children in conformity 
with their own convictions. respect the exclusive character of the responsibilities of the Secretary -General 

and the staff and not to seek to influence them in the discharge of their responsibilities.ó
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òIn those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons 
belonging to such minorities shall not be denied the right, in community with the 
other members of their group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practise
their own religion, or to use their own language .ó 
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Áòfar-reaching and profound.ó 

Áòencompasses freedom of thought on all matters, personal conviction and the 
commitment to religion or belief, whether manifested individually or in community 
with others.ó 

Áòthis provision cannot be derogated from, even in time of public emergency.ó 

Áòthere are N limitations whatsoever on the freedom of thought and conscience or 
on the freedom to have or adopt a religion or belief of oneõs choice.ó 

Áòthe practice and teaching of religion or belief includes acts integral to the conduct 
by religious groups of their basic affairs, such as the freedom to choose their 
religious leaders, priests and teachers, the freedom to establish seminaries or 
religious schools and the freedom to prepare and distribute religious texts or 
publications .ó
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ò1. Everyone has the right to freedom of conscience and of religion. This right 
includes freedom to maintain or to change one's religion or beliefs, and freedom to 
profess or disseminate one's religion or beliefs, either individually or together with 
others, in public or in private.

2. N one shall be subject to restrictions that might impair his freedom to maintain or 
to change his religion or beliefs.

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion and beliefs may be subject only to the 
limitations prescribed by law that are necessary to protect public safety, order, 
health, or morals, or the rights or freedoms of others.

4. Parents or guardians, as the case may be, have the right to provide for the 
religious and moral education of their children or wards that is in accord with their 
own convictions .ó

8



1. The freedom to have, choose, change or leave a religion or belief;

2. Freedom to manifest a religion or belief;

3. Freedom from coercion;

4. Freedom from discrimination;

5. The right of parents to give their children religious and moral education in 
accordance with their own beliefs;

6. The right to conscientious objection;

7. Freedom to practice oneõs religious belief in the workplace.
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Source: Swedish Mission Council (2010), What freedom of religion involves and when it can be limited.



ÁTo worship or assemble in connection with a religion or belief, and to establish and maintain 
premises for these purposes.

ÁTo establish religious, humanitarian and charitable institutions.

ÁTo make, acquire and use articles and materials related to the rites or customs of a religion or 
belief, including to follow a particular diet.

ÁTo write, issue and disseminate relevant publications.

ÁTo teach a religion or belief in places suitable for the purposes and to establish theological 
seminaries or schools.

ÁTo solicit and receive voluntary financial and other contributions.

ÁTo train, appoint or elect leaders, priests and teachers.

ÁTo celebrate religious festivals and observe days of rest.

ÁTo communicate with individuals and communities on faith issues at national and international 
level.

ÁTo display religious symbols including the wearing of religious clothing .
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ÅMultidimensionality of religious freedom.

ÅDifference between constitutional statements or ratified human rights declarations 
and the reality in the country.

ÅDocument, document, document cases ðthe government does not always do this, 
and neither do most NGOõs.

ÅUse legally binding human rights treaties.

ÅNeed to link human rights violations with criminal law .

ÁObserving and denouncing human rights violations is not enough ! Do something 
about it!
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Religious 
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ÅInstitutions

ÅIdentity
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Source: Fox (2013), An Introduction to Religion and Politics.
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Fokke & Sukkeare visiting the stable. 

òYour family is marked in our 

database as ôpotentially religious 

fundamentalistõ.ó
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Separation Religion / 
State

Í

Separation Faith / Politics
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Official religions

Religious support

Regulation of the majority religion

Religious discrimination
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Source: Fox (2013), An Introduction to Religion and Politics.
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D
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R

US

A

Official religion Y Y N Y N N Y+ N

One religion has more benefits than other religions Y Y N Y N N Y N

There is N unequal treatment Y N N Y N Y Y Y
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Variables CRI EGY FRA ISR MEX NLD GBR USA

Marriages performed by clergy of at least some religions are given automatic 

civil recognition, even in the absence of a state license.

Y N N Y N N Y N

Religious education is present in public schools. Y Y N Y N Y Y N

Government funding of religious primary or secondary schools or religious 

educational programs in non-public schools.

Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y

Government collects taxes on behalf of religious organizations (religious taxes). N N N N N N N N

Official government positions, salaries or other funding for clergy other than 

salaries for teachers of religious courses.

Y Y N Y N N N N

Direct general grants to religious organizations N Y N Y N N N N

Funding for building, maintaining, or repairing religious sites. N Y Y Y Y N Y N

Free air time on television or radio is provided to religious organizations on 

government channels or by government decree.

N Y Y Y N N N N

Presence of an official government ministry or department dealing with religious 

affairs.

Y Y Y Y Y N N N

A registration process for religious organizations exists which is in some manner 

different from the registration process for other non-profit organizations.

N Y Y Y Y N N N
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Variables CR

I

EG

Y

FR

A

ISR ME

X

NL

D

GB

R

USA

Restrictions on religious political parties. N Y N Y Y N N N

Restrictions on clergy and/or religious organizations 

engaging in public political speech (other than sermons) or 

propaganda or on political activity in or by religious 

institutions.

Y Y N N Y N N Y

Restrictions on clergy holding political office. Y N N N Y N N N

Restrictions on religious -based hate speech. N N Y N N Y Y N

The government appoints or must approve clerical 

appointments or somehow takes part in the appointment 

process.

N Y Y N Y N Y N

Other than appointments, the government legislates or 

otherwise officially influences the internal workings or 

organization of religious institutions and organizations.

N N N N N N N N

State ownership of some religious property or buildings. Y Y Y Y Y N N N 21
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Variables CRI EGY FRA ISR MEX NLD GBR USA

Restrictions on public observance of religious services, festivals and/or holidays, 

including the Sabbath.

N N Y N N N N N

Restrictions on building, leasing, repairing and/or maintaining places of worship. N Y Y Y Y N N N

Arrest, continued detention, or severe official harassment of religious figures, officials, 

and/or members of religious parties for activities other then proselytizing.

N Y Y N Y N N N

State surveillance of minority religious activities not placed on the activities of the 

majority.

N Y Y N N N Y N

Restrictions on the wearing of religious symbols or clothing. This includes presence or 

absence of facial hair.

N N Y N N N N N

Restrictions on proselytizing by permanent residents of state to members of the majority 

religion.

N Y N N Y N N N

Requirement for minority religions (as opposed to all religions) to register in order to be 

legal or receive special tax status.

Y Y N N N N N N

Restricted access of minority clergy to hospitals, jails, military bases, and other places a 

chaplain may be needed in comparison to chaplains of the majority religion.

Y Y Y Y N N N Y

There is a legal provision or policy of declaring some minority religions dangerous or 

extremist sects.

Y N Y N N N N N

Anti -religious propaganda in official or semi -official government publications. N Y Y N N N N N



ÁLittle conceptual clarity in the public debate.

ÁIdeological and emotional discussions about the Secular State.

ÁCosta Rica is formally a confessional state, but its reach is merely symbolic:

ÁThere is freedom of religion in Costa Rica;

ÁThere is N substantial discrimination of minority religions;

ÁThere is N substantial favoritism of the majority religion (including some disadvantages).

ÁAre we losing our time with this debate? (Priorities)

ÁForgotten question in the debate: What type of State would replace the 
Confessional State?
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Laïcité

Absolute separation

Political neutrality

Exclusion of ideals
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Left man: òHey, hey! Donõt get 

confused! We are pro-lifeé But once 

alive, everyone needs to pay for 

himself, are we clear?ó

Left sign: òYes to life, N to abortion.ó

Right sign: òIõve got Hepatitis C. Help!ó
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The Sabbath is the true day of the 

Lord.
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